PORTRAIT   OF   A   GENTLEMAN
Central Europe. I have never asked for a treaty with England.
I have never asked help from England.   I always accepted
the point of view of England, that we must proceed in such a
general way that we should not give a pretext that would
enable us to be accused of provoking a war.
But on the other hand I ask from England comprehension,
understanding of the situation here, in the sense that if we
are destroyed the history of 1914, in one form or another, will
repeat itself.
Just as in  1914-Germany, through Austria and Turkey,
menaced the Mediterranean and the route to India, so will it
come again.
Therefore I say that Prague and Czechoslovakia form one of
the most important geographical situations in Europe.  If we
are abandoned by Western Europe we can do nothing else
than make an agreement with Germany.
England should understand that I do not wish to be hostile to
Germany. We wish to agree with Germany. But we wish to
do so together with France and England.
I wish not to abandon, in this fight for general peace in
Europe, France and England.  I wish to do it together with
them because I think that peace can only be durable if
made in this way.
If, on the other hand, I am obliged to make a bilateral
treaty with Germany, entirely independent from England and
France, that means that Germany is master of the whole of
Central Europe.
The consequences of a British policy of disinterestedness in
Central Europe would be really disastrous for Europe, in my
opinion.
Germany wishes to force us to change our policy, to abandon
Western Europe, and to bring the whole of Central Europe
under German influence, in order to fight for the colonial
question,  in  order  to  prepare  its  new  world  situation.
Germany thinks that when she has  broken completely the
resistance of these small states, Austria and Czechoslovakia,
everything will be at her mercy.
She does not wish to make war. When she has- the whole of
Central Europe under her influence she will be in a far better
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